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SUB J : NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING - NEW MESSAGE FROM KIDNAPPERS 
RECEIVED 

1 . AFTER A SILENCE OF MORE THAN SEVEN MONTHS, THE KIDNAPPERS 
OF US INDUSTRIALIST WILLIAM NIEHOUS, OR A GROUP PURPORTING 
TO BE NIEHOUS' ABDUCTORS, SUDDENLY RELEASED A NEW MESSAGE 
MARCH 19 ADDRESSED TO THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE WHICH WAS DELIVERED 
TO THREE CARACAS NEWSPAPERS. ALTHOUGH THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE 
MESSAGE HAS NOT YET BEEN ESTABLISHED, IT CLAIMS THAT NIEHOUS 

HAS UNDERGONE A "PEOPLE’S TRIAL," THUS RAISING THE HOPE THAT 
NIEHOUS IS STILL ALIVE. THE THREE NEWSPAPERS IN THEIR MARCH 20 
EDITIONS CARRIED BRIEF EXCERPTS FROM THE NEW COMMUNICATION 
ALLEGEDLY FROM THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMANDOS GROUP. ARGIMIRO 
GABALDON OPERATION, THE GROUP WHICH CLAIMS CREDIT FOR KIDNAPPING 
NIEHOUS ON FEB 27, 1976. THE NEWSPAPERS WERE TOLD OVER THE 
PHONE WHERE TO RETRIEVE THE ONE-PAGE MIMEOGRAPHED 
MESSAGE. REPORTEDLY ATTACHED TO THE MESSAGE WAS A 
PHOTOCOPY OF TWO PAGES OF NIEHOUS’ PASSPORT. 

2. THAT PART OF THE MESSAGE WHICH REFERRED TO NIEHOUS 
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SAID THAT A "REVOLUTIONARY TRIBUNAL" HAD BROUGHT CHARGES 
AGAINST NIEHOUS BASED ON SOLID PROOF OF HIS "GUILT" IN 
HAVING COMMITTED BRIBERY, INTERFERED IN VENEZUELA'S INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS, VIOLATED THE NATIONAL SOVEREIGHTY, AND ENGAGED IN 
INFLUENCE PEDDLING. MOREOVER, THE MESSAGE ACCUSES FIVE OTHER 
INDUSTRIALISTS AND PROFESSIONAL PERSONS OF BEING INVOLVED 
IN THESE "CRIMES' ALTHOUGH THESE FIVE PERSONS HAVE NOT 
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YET BEEN CAPTURED, THE AUTHORS OF THE NEW COMMUNICATION 
INDICATE THAT THEY WILL CONTINUE WITH THE "PEOPLE'S TRIAL" 
AGAINST THEM. 

3. AS IN OTHER PRESS RELEASES FROM NIEHOUS’ CAPTORS 

LAST YEAR, THE NEW MESSAGE ATTACKS THE GOV, ESPOUSES LEFTIST 
POLITICAL GOALS, THREATENS TO CARRYOUT OTHER TERRORIST ACTS, 
AND ACCUSES THE AUTHORITIES OF REPRESSIVE ACTIONS AGAINST 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITSTS. MOREOVER, THE COMMUNICATION 
MAINTAINS THAT THE PRESS HAS TRIED TO DISCREDIT THE KIDNAPPERS 
BY PORTRAYING THEM AS CRIMINALS AND BY PUBLICIZING STATEMENTS 
BY INTERIOR MINISTER OCTAVIO LAPAGE THAT NIEHOUS "MAY HAVE 
BEEN EXECUTED BY THE GROUP HOLDING HIM CAPTIVE." 

4. LEPAGE TOLD REPORTERS MARCH 20 THAT HE HAD NOT YET SEEN 
THE TEXT OF THE NEW MESSAGE, BUT THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 
SECURITY POLICE (DISIP) WERE CHECKING ITS AUTHENTICITY. 

HE REPEATED ONCE AGAIN THAT WITH FIVE OF NIEHOUS 1 KIDNAPPERS 
NOW IN JAIL THE ONLY THING REMAINING IS TO DISCOVER NIEHOUS' 
HIDING PLACE. 

5. COMMENT: WE HAVE BEEN PROMISED BY THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 
A COPY OF THIS NEW COMMUNICATION IN THENEXT SEVERAL HOURS. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE MESSAGE IS NOT VERY EXPLICIT AND 
APPARENTLY DOES NOT SAY CATEGORICALLY THAT NIEHOUS IS ALIVE. 
FURTHERMORE, THERE IS SO FAR NO PROOF THAT THE MESSAGE IS 
FROM THE GROUP RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING. THIS 
LATTER POINT SHOULD BE CLEARED UP IN A DAY OR TWO. WITHOUT 
JIMPING TO CONCLUSIONS, IF THE MESSAGE'S AUTHENTICITY IS 
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ESTABLISHED, IT MAY BE A FAINT INDICATION THAT NIEHOUS IS 
STILL ALIVE. 
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